Transportation resource requirements for hospital evacuation.
Hospitals are physical structures with the same risk as other large buildings; the physical plant is vulnerable to acts of nature and man. When hospitals need to evacuate the patient population, logistical support for patient transport will be required. However, a disaster impacting a hospital will likely also affect the surrounding community, and transport resources such as ambulances may be limited as they will also be needed to support the community response. To determine the most efficient deployment of limited transportation resources, a hospital survey was designed specifically to assess information on hospital occupancy and patient transportation needs. Information was obtained from 62 hospitals within Los Angeles County and was used to establish a tool for determining transportation requirements in the event ofa hospital evacuation. This survey demonstrated that approximately 20 percent of hospital inpatients could be discharged to home within a few hours, about 40 percent of hospital inpatients could be transported via vans, buses, or private cars; and the remaining 40 percent would need ambulance transportation for evacuation. Additionally, the survey provides information about the distribution of emergency department and intensive care unit patients and the resources they would require during a hospital evacuation.